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Slow going up Pussy Stream -see Lake Man trip

The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips  every  weekend,  ranging  from easy  (minimal  experience  required)  to  hard  (high
fitness and experience required). We also organise instructional courses and hold weekly
social meetings. We have a club hut in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for hire to
members.  Membership  rates  per  year  are  $45  member,  $65  couple,  $20  junior  or
associate, plus $15 for members who opt to obtain a paper newsletter. 

For more about how the club operates, see the last two pages. 
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Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from 'Z' Russley (formerly Caltex) on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If
the departure point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton.
Day trips usually depart at 8 am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on
either Friday evening or Saturday morning. 

New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.

Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south
side  of  Waltham  School,  is  about  100m  south  of  the  Brougham  St/Waltham  Rd
intersection. Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. A variety of
social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If
you can give a presentation or have ideas, please phone Kate Taylor 0273265497 or email
katet5003@gmail.com. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is
a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8 pm sharp.

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words hut fees in the
particulars/code/reference fields. Phone Donald Carnielo 338-9865 for booking and key
code; or if he’s away, Chris McGimpsey 027 6573070; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink
3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner,  $25 non-member, $5 kids
under  12.  If  you  find  any  problems  or  maintenance  required,  please  contact  the  hut
convenor, Donald Carnielo.

Equipment Hire:  The Club has a range of
equipment  for  hire.  The  Gear  Custodian  is
Barney  Stephenson,  ph.  027  358  3281  .
Note:  club  gear  assigned  to  you  is  your
responsibility;  please take care of it.  Please
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to
the  outside  of  your  pack  can  be  easily
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.
This  may result  in  serious  damage to  your
bank account! Please air and dry tents after
taking  them on  a  trip  even  if  they  are  not
used,  and  report  any  damage  to  the  gear
custodian.

Rates for Gear Hire:

Tent $3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons $4 per item per
weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel $4 per weekend

Large/small weekend 
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets Free

Inquire about avalanche 
kits
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Saturday 2 July 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 021-1685716
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Rakaia Gorge Walkway:  A nice easy trip,  mainly following the
cliffs and river terraces above the gorge, giving great views of the
gorge and Mt Hutt Range. The walkway starts in farmland, then
enters  areas  of  regenerating  bush  and  emerges  alongside  a
fenced field. Continue down into a gully where a short side track
leads to the site of the disused Snowdon Coal Mine. Cross a small
stream,  out  of  the  gully  and  up  to  a  signposted  track  junction
where  the  walkway  forms  a  loop  to  take  in  the  Upper  Gorge
Viewpoint.  Beyond the viewpoint,  the track drops down steeply
back into bush. A short side track takes us down to the Rakaia
River for a lunch stop. Rejoin the walkway back to the carpark.
Return trip around 10kms, overall height gain 300m. 

Grade: Easy +

Closes: 1 Jul 2022

Map: BX20 
Methven 

Approx: $20

Weekend 2-3 July 
Departure point: TBA

Leader: Geoffrey Sugden 021409359
geoffsugden@gmail.com

Winter Hot Pools Series #1 Cow Stream:  As the weather gets
colder and the nights darker the sandflies go into hibernation (well
some of them at least) which makes winter the best time to relax
in a hot pool. Number 1 in this series of tramps will be an easy
over-nighter  to  Cow  Stream  Hot  Pools.  After  the  compulsory
coffee stop at the Paris Bakery in Amberley it should only be about
3 hours walk along the St James Cycle Trail  from the cars on
TopHouse Road in to the pools. This should give us the evening
and even some of the afternoon to lounge in the hot pools, or if
that’s not your thing then my arm may be easily twisted to lead a
more moderate mini trip from the camp site to bag Scotties Hut
and even Stony Stream Bivouac. We’ll aim for a leisurely mid to
late morning departure on the Sunday to make sure we’re not to
late for dinner at the Culverden Pub.

Grade: Easy

Closes: 29 Jun 2022

Map: BT24 Ada 
Flat 

Approx: $65

Sunday 3 July 
Departure point: TBA

Leader: Michal Klajban 020 4196 3548
michal.klajban@gmail.com

Somewhere nice,  flattish  and longish:  In  preparation  for  the
Port  Hills  marathon  the  weekend  after,  I’ll  run  this  longish  but
flattish trip somewhere nice. The location will be decided later in
the  week  based  on  the  weather  (we’ll  be  chasing  the  sun!).  I
expect to cover 25-30 km, and maybe cross a river or two if there
are any in our way. No snow skills required. To give you an idea
where we’re going to go: Turnbull Bivouac (in and out, cca 25 km)
Jollie Brook Circuit (cca 30 km) Cow Stream hot pools (in and out,
cca 30 km) Christchurch beach walk (cca 30 km) The pace will be
relaxed but steady = only short breaks, no long chilling in the sun
siestas - just walking :)

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 2 July 2022

Map:  

Approx: TBA
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Wednesday 6 July Social

Social Night: Club meets as usual at 110 Waltham Road. Doors open 7.30pm.

Presentation to be confirmed.

Weekend 9-10 July 
Departure point: TBC

Leader: Nick Edwards 0273656751
nickedwrds@gmail.com

Beginners Snow-skills Course: This is an annual regular. Have
you ever been tempted to do a tramp in winter, but had to pass
because you didn’t  think you had the snow skills?  Here is  the
answer. 

An introduction to the basic snow skills and theory needed by any
club member wishing to head into the high country over winter.
The  course  covers  the  use  of  ice  axe  and  crampons,  basic
avalanche awareness and winter survival techniques. We will stay
in the club hut on Friday & Saturday nights 8 & 9 July, returning
home Sunday evening 10 July. 

Day 1 will  probably be held at Temple Basin Ski Field, and the
second day at  a  Craigieburn Ski  Field.  Ice axe, crampons and
helmet will be required; the course leader will arrange equipment
hire from the club for those that need it (additional $20 charge for
the weekend for a full set). 

Please indicate in the comments if you need equipment hire. You
MUST bring stiff soled tramping boots suitable for snow conditions
and attaching crampons. 

See  here  for  a  video  from Josh  about  what  sort  of  boots  are
acceptable:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=moL-
uH1SVuc&t=371s 

You  will  also  need  gaiters,  waterproof  pants  and  rain  coat,
sunglasses, several pairs of hats and gloves, and plenty of other
warm clothing. Please sign up as an expression of interest if you
would like to (and are able to) attend the course. 

PLEASE ALSO EMAIL the leader with the following information (or
text/WhatsApp to 027 365 6751): - Whether you need gear hire -
Make/model of your boots and a photo This is a popular course
that is open to members only. To ensure that committed members
are able to learn these important skills required for many winter
trips, the final course participant list will be determined by the CTC
committee. Expressions of Interest will close on 30 June, and you
will be notified promptly thereafter about your participation so that
you can plan accordingly. If you sign up but don’t email the leader,
you won’t be considered for the course. 

Grade: Training

Closes: 30 Jun 2022

Map:  

Approx: $80 + gear 
hire
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Sunday 10 July 
Departure point: Lyttelton Ferry Terminal

Leader: Michal Klajban 020 4196 3548
michal.klajban@gmail.com

Port  hills  walking marathon #3:  Lyttelton to  Lyttelton (with
extra kms from Taylors for some): 

Have you ever wonder how it is to run a marathon? What about
walking  it?  Third  CTC  Port  Hills  marathon  will  lead  us  from
Lyttelton  to  Lyttelton  (yes,  again  -  it’s  very  convenient  for  the
organizer as he doesn’t need to arrange any transport). We’ll take
7.50 AM ferry across to Diamond Harbour and take the following
route: Mt Herbert --> Packhorse hut --> Gebbies Pass --> Sign of
Kiwi (it’d be a shame not to stop here for a cuppa, it closes at
4pm)  -->  Bridle  Path  -->  Lyttelton  (Eruption  Brewing  pub)  It’s
around 42 km. 

If you think that’s not enough, you can join me - I’ll be starting at
Taylor’s mistake at chilled pace at 5 AM which adds another 10
km. Please indicate in the notes if you’d like to join me at Taylor’s
and we’ll arrange transport together. Also please indicate if you’d
like to be added to a What’s App group through which we can
communicate as we go. 

1) Take comfortable footwear eg. not tramping boots as you may
struggle to walk so far in tramping boots 

2) Please note the unusual meeting point - you can either drive or
take a bus to the Ferry Terminal. The only cost of the trip one way
ferry ride 

3) From Gebbies Pass onwards you can bail anytime as we’ll stay
close to the Summit Road. Call a friend / taxi / Uber to get back to
Lyttelton (your responsibility) 

4) It’s around 42 km and 2000m total ascent - however, the ascent
is only gradual. 

See the map at https://tinyurl.com/lytt2lytt 

5) Make sure you have a headlamp with spare batteries. The sun
will go down around 5pm and some of us may finish after that 6)
We won’t go together as a group - we’ll  start together but then
everybody goes at own pace. We’ll reunite in Lyttelton in Eruption
Brewing pub. Please find yourself a buddy before the walk or soon
after you start. It’s safer and more fun :) Make sure where to go -
see the posted map above. If the weather is not good enough, the
tramp will be postponed to more sunny day. 

Reports from previous years: 

2020  https://ctc.org.nz/index.php/trip-reports?
goto=tripreports%2F968 

2021  https://ctc.org.nz/index.php/trip-reports?
goto=tripreports%2F1009

Grade:Moderate/
Hard

Closes: 10 July 
2022

Map: BX24 
Christchurc
h 

Approx: Ferry ticket

− 5 −

https://ctc.org.nz/index.php/trip-reports?goto=tripreports%2F1009
https://ctc.org.nz/index.php/trip-reports?goto=tripreports%2F1009
https://ctc.org.nz/index.php/trip-reports?goto=tripreports%2F968
https://ctc.org.nz/index.php/trip-reports?goto=tripreports%2F968
https://www.plotaroute.com/route/1495951?units=km


Saturday 16 July 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Daniel Gillies 027 222 8845
daniel-gillies@hotmail.com

Bealey spur to pt 1545: A fun winter trip up Bealey Spur to point
1545 up on the ridge, via historic Bealey Hut. Hopefully the snow
hangs  around and we’ll  get  some good  views of  snow coated
ranges  all  around  us.  The  track  is  well  formed  up  to  the  hut
(1235m), then a reasonable path continues to pt 1545, but it is a
bit steeper. Snow gear is not required for this trip, if conditions are
unfavourable to continue up the ridge beyond the hut then we will
turn  around.  A friendly  reminder  that  torches should  always be
carried on club trips as well. From car park to the hut is approx
12km return, 600m elevation. If we continue to pt 1545 it will be
approximately 15km return and 900m elevation. Most likely visit
the Bealey pub afterwards. 

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 15 Jul 2022

Map: BV20 Otira
 

Approx: $35

Saturday 16 July 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 021-1685716
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Tiromoana Bush: This easy trip follows a walkway to the east of
the Kate Valley Landfill and features farmland vistas, regenerating
bush, wetlands and a remoter beach. The track loops around from
the Mt Cass Road and down to a beach - Mackintosh Bay, then up
to Ella Peak ( 346m ). On the way, go to a lookout from where
there  are  great  coastal  views.  (  Tiromoana means  view of  the
sea  ).  Return  via  the  Ella  Ponds  Wetlands  and  back  to  the
carpark. Round trip 12 kms, overall height gain 350m.

Grade: Easy +

Closes: 15 Jul 2022

Map: BV24 
Waipara 
BV25 
Motunau 
Beach 

Approx: $15

Weekend 16-17 July 
Departure point: Darfield

Leader: Mary Ogburn 027 584 3872
ogburn.mary@gmail.com

Avalanche Awareness Course with OENZ : 

This  is  a  2-day  introductory  avalanche  awareness  course  that
focuses  on  identifying  avalanche  terrain,  understanding  what
causes avalanches, interpreting the NZ Back-Country Avalanche
Advisories, and using avalanche skills and equipment to travel in
the  mountains  safely.  You  will  learn  to  use  an  avalanche
transceiver, probing techniques, snow shovelling technique, small
party  rescue  scenarios,  and  safe  travel  techniques.  This  is  a
practical  field-based  course  with  some theory  to  increase  your
understanding  and  is  STRONGLY  recommended  for  all  CTC
members undertaking winter tramping. The CTC now has a few
sets of avalanche kit to rent, so now is a great time to learn how to
use this new gear. This course is taught by an Outdoor Education
New Zealand guide and is approved by (MSC) Mountain Safety
Council. You will gain an MSC certificate in Avalanche Awareness
upon  completion  of  this  course.  More  details  are  at
https://www.oenz.co.nz/courses/avalanche-awareness-
course-2-2-2-2-3-3-3/. 

Grade: Easy

Closes: 10 July 
2022

Map:  

Approx: $499 + CTC
hut fee
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Sunday 17 July 
Departure point: TBA

Leader: Geoffrey Sugden 021409359
geoffsugden@gmail.com

Avalanche /  Snow Skills  Practice:  An opportunity  to  practice
searching using Avalanche Transceivers and optionally brush up
on some cramponing and self arresting. The plan is to head up to
one of the Ski Fields or similarly accessible area and find a nice
basin and/or slope to practice on. This will definitely involve some
burying and finding of transceivers, probing and digging practice.
We  may  split  into  a  couple  of  groups  swapping  to  practice
between avalanche search and self arrest practice. We’ll head up
to Cheeseman, Broken River or  somewhere in the Lewis Pass
dependent  on  weather  and  also  making  sure  that  we  are  not
clashing with the OENZ Avalanche course being run on the same
weekend.  NOTE:  This  is  only  for  people  that  have  done  both
Avalanche  and  Snow  Skills  courses  already  as  I  am  NOT
experienced enough to be teaching these skills to others yet. This
is  simply  an  opportunity  to  come  practice  skills  that  you  have
already learnt and increase your comfort level should these ever
actually be required to be put in to use. 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 15 Jul 2022

Map:  

Approx: $40 + 
avalanche 
transceiver 
hire

Wednesday 20 July Social

Avalanches: risks, and getting buried people out alive. How transceivers help.: 

Sarah English, Managing Director, Outdoor Education New Zealand (OENZ) will talk to
us about backcountry avalanche risk and “search and retrieve” in event of burial. 

The talk is particularly relevant to the use of the digital Tracker 3 transceivers recently
purchased by CTC, and it will include a session where these will be used. Sarah will
bring  examples  of  another  brand  of  digital  transceiver  as  well,  and  older  analogue
transceivers will also be available for comparison and for you to think about if you still
own one of these. 

This talk supplements the OENZ Avalanche course, and CTC snow skills training and
various refresher trips. 

Grateful  if  you could sign up just  to  indicate numbers -  but  please still  come to the
evening even if you haven’t! 

Just to inform - there will be future CTC snow trips where carrying an avalanche kit is a
requirement.
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Saturday 23 July 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Daniel Gillies 027 222 8845
daniel-gillies@hotmail.com

Mt Guy: ( Clearwater Lakes area )

Another  fun  day  out  to  hopefully  get  more  views  of  a  winter
paradise. Starting at Lake Clearwater we’ll  take the usual track
around the Eastern side of the lake and then ascend Mt Guy. Bit
of a steepish climb but nothing too bad. If we’re making good time
we may come down off the NW spur just to add a bit of distance
and something different, otherwise we’ll come back the same way.
I’ll  decide  on  the  day  depending  on  how  we’re  doing  and
conditions.  At  the  top  we  should  get  great  views  of  Lake
Clearwater  and  the  surrounding  ranges,  hopefully  with  a  good
covering  of  snow.  I  haven’t  made  Ice  Axe/Crampons/Helmet
mandatory, however I strongly suggest you bring them. If you do
not have the skills and equipment, you are still welcome to come
on the trip although if we reach a point on the way up where Ice
Axe/Crampons/Helmets  are  required  then you will  be  asked to
wait until we return from the peak. It’ll still be a spectacular view
and there would be worse places to have a lunch break. A few
days before the trip I’ll send an email to those who have signed
up, once we have better info about current conditions, and you
can make a more informed decision if you’d still like to come along
or not (mainly for those without snow gear). Day will be approx
8.5km distance, 700m elevation gain if we go up and down the
same way. 

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 22 Jul 2022

Map: BX19 
Hakatere 

Approx: $40

Saturday 23 July 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Hannah Watt 0273725111
hanrosewatt@gmail.com

Mt Somers:  A lovely  winter  summit  –  Mount  Somers has epic
views  over  the  canterbury  plains  and  surrounding  mountains
which I should be able to name but can’t right now. I am hoping
there will be snow, so it’s likely an axe & crampons (and thus, a
helmet) will be needed. If you have done a snowcraft course and
have a wee bit of experience, this is usually a good mountain to
begin  on  when  there  is  a  dusting  of  snow.  Up  &  down  from
Sharplin falls carpark, with plenty of  breaks per my usual trips.
Fair warning – we will stop at the pub on the way home, so no
nonsense about  “not  having  time to  go  to  the  pub”  afterwards
because it’s now in the trip description :) 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 22 Jul 2022

Map: BY19 
Arundel 

Approx: $35

− 8 −



Weekend 23-24 July 
Departure point: TBA

Leader: Geoffrey Sugden 021409359
geoffsugden@gmail.com

Winter Hot Pools Series #2 Hurunui Hot Pools: 

As the weather gets colder and the nights darker the sandflies go
into hibernation (well some of them at least) which makes winter
the best time to relax in a hot pool. Number 2 in this series of
tramps will  be a slightly more taxing (but still  not to strenuous)
wander  along  the  Harper  Pass  route  from Lake Sumner.  We’ll
start at Loch Katrine (dependent on 4WD’s) and stroll into Hurunui
Hut for the night. This should take about 3 - 3.5 hours. A further
couple of hours walking should take us to the hot springs, which I
have  been  reliably  informed  are  not  quite  as  large  as  those
encountered in number 1 in this series and we may need to take
turns soaking. Once again for those that aren’t into hot pools (why
are you signing up to these?) a further couple of hours walking
past the hot pools will  enable the bagging of Hurunui No.3 Hut
before returning to Hurunui Hut for the night. 

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 22 Jul 2022

Map: BU22 Lake 
Sumner 

Approx: $50 + Hut 
Tickets

Multi day trip 29-30 July 
Departure point: Darfield

Leader: Mary Ogburn 027 584 3872
ogburn.mary@gmail.com

Snowskills #2 Course with OENZ - Pitching and Ridge Travel :

This  intermediate  snow  skills  course  is  taught  by  Outdoor
Education New Zealand for members of the CTC to learn about
snow anchors and how to use the rope when pitching up steep
sections of  snow and mixed ground as well  as along exposed
ridges. You will stay both Friday and Saturday night at the CTC
hut but spend the days at Temple Basin (or similar depending on
weather and snow conditions). Full details for the weekend course
are available at https://www.oenz.co.nz/courses/ctc-alpine-course-
custom-course-2-3-2/. 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 27 Jul 2022

Map:  

Approx: $549 + CTC
hut fees

Saturday 30 July 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Simon Barr 0225323026
slinkysi2000@gmail.com

Mount Torlesse: A good winter trip at a brisk pace as the day will
be  short.  Prior  experience  with  snow  equipment  and  skills
essential. There could be a bit of scrub bashing involved to get to
the  start  of  the  ridge.  Landowner  access  permission  is  still
pending. This is a magnificent & accessible peak. Its a day trip
however if you sign-up, please keep Saturday and Sunday free,
as the trip will run on the day with better weather. 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 22 Jul 2022

Map: BW21 
Springfield 

Approx: $40
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Sunday 31 July 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour #46: A beginner’s guide to getting lost and what to
do about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills. This
is a day of practical training to help trampers prepare for the day
when  their  day  trip  becomes  a  potential  overnight  sleep  over.
Bring your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour.  Some older pre-torn clothes may be useful  as the trip
does involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass
if  you  have  one,  but  it  is  not  essential  because  they  will  be
provided for the navigation part of the exercise. We will stop at the
Rangiora Coffee Culture for tea, a Q&A session and a trip debrief
on the way home because the trip last till 5 – 6pm depending on
your navigation skills. This is the only club training course which is
open to non-members and it is designed for trampers looking to
step up from easy to moderate trips. NB the trip is normally limited
to 4 x people at a time 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 30 Jul 2022

Map:  

Approx: $20

Wednesday 3 August Social

Social  Night:  Club  meets  as  usual  at  110  Waltham  Road.  Doors  open  7.30pm.
Presentation details to be confirmed.

Weekend 6-7 August 
Departure point: Darfield

Leader: Mary Ogburn 027 584 3872
ogburn.mary@gmail.com

Snow  Skills  #3  with  OENZ  -  Glacial  Travel  &  Crevasse
Rescue: 

This  course  is  taught  by  Outdoor  Education  New  Zealand  for
members  of  the  CTC  to  learn  glacial  travel  techniques  and
crevasse rescue and ropework. 

Detailed  information  is  available  at
https://www.oenz.co.nz/courses/ctc-alpine-course-custom-
course-2-3/. 

The  course  includes  two  days  of  practical  training,  and  an
afternoon/evening  theory  session.  The  practical  training  is
delivered in the Craigieburn range near Castle Hill Village, and the
theory component  is  delivered at  the CTC hut  in  Arthurs  Pass
Village. 

(Note that  the hut fee is $15 and is not  included in the OENZ
course fee.)

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 31 Jul 2022

Map:  

Approx: $499 + CTC
hut fee
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Friday 12 August 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Michal Klajban 020 4196 3548
michal.klajban@gmail.com

Full moon cramponing trip for a cuppa at Foggy Peak: 

Up to Foggy Peak from Porters Pass, and back the same way. For
this trip we need: 

1) Bright sky more or less 

2) Freezing night with some snow cover but not too windy 

Bring your favourite tea and a stove. I have only a small pathetic
stove  that  doesn’t  do  well  in  the  wind  but  I’ll  take  it  with  me
anyway. The trip is going ahead only if the weather conditions are
close to ideal. Please bring a helmet too as an extra safety layer
as the whole tramp will happen in the dark obviously. The pace will
be  easy-going  and  we’ll  be  sticking  together,  e.g.  please  no
wondering 500m ahead  Bring a torch, plenty of warm clothes😊
so you can last 30-60 minutes on the top without moving, your
snow  skills,  cookies  and  perhaps  a  foam  pad  to  sit  on  while
enjoying your tea.

Grade: Moderate at
easy pace

Closes: 12 Aug 
2022

Map:  BW21 
Springfield

Approx: $25

Weekend 13-14 August 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leaders: Hannah Watt 0273725111
hanrosewatt@gmail.com 

Geoffrey Sugden 021409359
geoffsugden@gmail.com

Mueller  Hut  Winter  Trip:  An  iconic  winter  trip  for  the  CTC –
Mueller Hut. 

For intermediate alpine parties, the trip up to Mueller Hut offers
spectacular views of Aoraki National Park. We will head to Mount
Cook Village Friday night,  and camp in the chilly  camp ground
(note- in winter the facilities are bare minimum). Saturday we will
re-check the  forecast  and avalanche  level  for  the  park  and  all
going well, will head on up to the hut and stay Saturday night. The
hut may be full, so bring a good sleep system for camping/snow-
caving. Everyone will be required to carry a snow shovel (which
we will hire from the club for those who don’t have one), helmet,
axe, crampons and avalanche kit, plus have good winter alpine &
avalanche experience. We have hired the club avalanche kits, so
the first three people who don’t have kit have priority of these, and
everyone else will need to source their own. Let me know on sign
up if you require a club avalanche equipment ($10) and/or snow
shovel  ($4).  We will  head up to  Mt Ollivier  as a side trip,  and
wander  further  if  conditions  allow.  If  you chose  to  do  the  side
track, the rating is closer to mod/hard. We will have a trip meeting
on the Wednesday prior to discuss conditions, gear and have a
quick transceiver use refresher. Please make sure you can make
this.  If  the conditions aren’t  ideal,  plan B will  be Lake Angelus
subject to bookings. 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 9 Aug 2022

Map: BX15 Fox 
Glacier 

Approx: $75 + camp
ground & 
hut fees
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Wednesday 17 August Social

Social  Night:  Club  meets  as  usual  at  110  Waltham  Road.  Doors  open  7.30pm.
Presentation details to be confirmed.

Weekend 20-21 August 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Symon Holmes 021 257 2720
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

‘Not a winter hot pools series’ Otehake Hot Pools: 

Classic trip to the Otehake Hot Pools. We cross the Otira River
and  follow  the  track  to  Lake  Kaurapataka  and  on  up  to  the
Otehake River. We follow the river upstream until we reach the hot
pools. There is plenty on camping space available. The next day
we return the way we came. 

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 19 Aug 
2022

Map:  BV21 Cass

Approx: $40

Long Weekend 26-28 August 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Geoffrey Sugden 021409359
geoffsugden@gmail.com

Winter Hot Pools Series #3 Welcome Flats: 

The  final  instalment  in  the  series,  scraping  in  just  before  the
official end of Winter. 

You’ll need to take the Friday off to join this one and I’ve kept an
8am start to allow for an afternoon wander in Fox or Franz. 

We’ll then stay in Franz Joseph for the night before heading to the
Upper Copland Track Car park Saturday morning. According to
DOC it should take us about 7 hours to get to Welcome Flat Hut
so we’ll  aim for an early start  to the day to maximize hot pool
soaking  time  and  possibly  allow  some  of  the  faster  group
members to bag Douglas Rock Hut as well. Expect elevenses at
Architect Creek Hut on the way. 

Any morning soaking will need to be done by early risers as we’ll
be aiming to get away around 8am Sunday due to the 5+ hour
journey pack to Christchurch. Dinner will be at one of the towns
along the way, likely Hokitika. 

Grade: Moderate at
a Relaxed 
Pace

Closes: 24 Aug 
2022

Map:  BX15 Fox

Approx: $160 - $180
See 
logistics for 
breakdown
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Sunday 28 August 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour #47: A beginner’s guide to getting lost and what to
do about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills. 

This is a day of practical training to help trampers prepare for the
day when their day trip becomes a potential overnight sleep over.
Bring your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour.  Some older pre-torn clothes may be useful  as the trip
does involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass
if  you  have  one,  but  it  is  not  essential  because  they  will  be
provided for the navigation part of the exercise. We will stop at the
Rangiora Coffee Culture for tea, a Q&A session and a trip debrief
on the way home because the trip last till 5 – 6pm depending on
your navigation skills. This is the only club training course which is
open to non-members and it is designed for trampers looking to
step up from easy to moderate trips. 

NB the trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 27 Aug 
2022

Map:  

Approx: $20
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Wednesday 31 August Social

2022 CTC / FMC Photo Competition: It’s time again for the photo competition. The way 
it works is that clubs organise their own internal competition then forward the winning two
photos per category to FMC for the overall competition. The winning entries are 
published in the November issue of FMC’s Backcountry magazine. There are also prizes,
and last year the winning entries were on display at the Christchurch Arts Centre. I don’t 
see anything about the display this year, but the intention was to repeat it again this year 
so I’m hopeful. The categories are listed below and don’t really need any explanation, 
except that Long Exposure means using a long exposure to reveal something that the 
naked eye can’t see, such as astro photography. Blurring water motion doesn’t count. 

•ABOVE BUSHLINE(With no Human Element) [ABN] 
•ABOVE BUSHLINE (With a Human Element) [ABW] 
•BELOW BUSHLINE(With no Human Element) [BBN] 
•BELOW BUSHLINE (With a Human Element) [BBW] 
•HISTORIC [HIS] 
•NATIVE FLORA & FAUNA [NFF] 
•LONG EXPOSURE [LE] 
•FUNNY (CTC only, not part of the FMC competition.) 

Entries You can enter up to two photos in each category; they must be at least 1 MB in 
size, and no larger than 5 MB. If you can’t shrink your photos I can take care of that for 
you, but if it too small there is nothing I can do. I’m flexible on the number of photos, but 
not the minimum size, FMC will reject anything that is too small. 

Upload your photos to 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1XgQa7aQGAFSmUJhJ_petw9ZPPc6c6y70?
usp=sharing, 

If you can’t upload for any reason you can email to john.kerkhofs@gmail.com. Please 
name the photo with the category, your name, and a caption. Entries close on 29 August. 

We will present all the entries at the club meeting on 31 August and vote for the best 
photos. Rules The competition rules are here: https://www.fmc.org.nz/photo-competition/.
You can ignore the “How to enter” section, it’s not relevant to CTC members. 

One very important rule is that photos must be taken in New Zealand, and must be 
less than than 2 years old, unless they are entered in the Historic category. 

Photo Naming It would be helpful if you could name your photos the way FMC requires 
them, and it will save me some work. However as long as you tell me your name, the 
category, and the caption, I will take care of it. The naming convention is: Code, club 
name (1st word in full please), photographer and then caption in that order. E.g: BBN 
Christchurch TC John Kerkhofs Dawn on Aoraki (Please note - no dots, dashes or 
underscores in the file name and put complete 1st word of club name) The codes are 
listed above, after the categories. 

John Kerkhofs
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Weekend 10-11 September 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Hannah Watt 0273725111
hanrosewatt@gmail.com

Mt Fyffe - Full Moon Trip: One of my favourite sunrise hikes – Mt
Fyffe. Mt Fyffe is in the Kaikoura ranges and looks right over the
South Pacific ocean, as you can imagine, the sunrise views from
the summit are second to none. Lucky for us it is also a full moon,
and if my calculations are correct the moon should rise directly in
front  of  the  hut  right  on  sunset.  We  will  drive  to  Kaikoura  on
Saturday and walk up in the afternoon, camping near the hut. For
those keen beans, on Sunday we will get up and start hiking at a
fresh 4.30am to have a brew and watch the sun rise from the
summit. If no one wants to wake up, I will select a lucky individual
who will be forced to come up with me. With any luck, it will be a
clear morning and we should be able to hike up by the light of the
full moon. There could quite well be snow on the summit (making
it a mod trip), in which case an ice axe will be needed. If no snow,
it’s easy/mod. 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 9 Sept 2022

Map: BT27 
Kaikoura 

Approx: $60

Wednesday 14 September Social

Social Night: Club meets as usual at 110 Waltham Road. Doors open 7.30pm.

Presentation to be confirmed.

Sunday 25 September 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour #48: A beginner’s guide to getting lost and what to
do about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills. 

This is a day of practical training to help trampers prepare for the
day when their day trip becomes a potential overnight sleep over.
Bring your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour.  Some older pre-torn clothes may be useful  as the trip
does involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass
if  you  have  one,  but  it  is  not  essential  because  they  will  be
provided for the navigation part of the exercise. We will stop at the
Rangiora Coffee Culture for tea, a Q&A session and a trip debrief
on the way home because the trip last till 5 – 6pm depending on
your navigation skills. This is the only club training course which is
open to non-members and it is designed for trampers looking to
step up from easy to moderate trips. 

NB the trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 24 Sept 
2022

Map:  

Approx: $20

Wednesday 28 September Social

Social Night: Club meets as usual at 110 Waltham Road. Doors open 7.30pm.

Presentation to be confirmed.
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Weekend 1-2 October 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Hannah Watt 0273725111
hanrosewatt@gmail.com

A (Mildly Chaotic) Brewster Hut Trip: So I have a plan, and it’s a
bit  chaotic  therefore  perfect  for  the  CTC.  We  will  leave
Christchurch at 4pm Friday and drive as far as we can – likely
Omarama/Lake Hawea or similar – and find a camp ground. Drive
down to the track start Saturday morning. Walk up to Brewster hut
– we should get there just after Midday. All going well we should
be able to head to Brewster Glacier which has been on my list for
far too long. We can camp/stay in the hut, if staying in the hut you
are responsible for hut tickets. On Sunday we will head down and
drive all the way home. This is a fine weather trip only, it would be
disappointing to drive all that way and not be able to swim in some
glacier melt. Will also ensure there is little to no snow - otherwise
will reschedule. Note – the trip costs will be high if going by the
CTC trip  cost  calculator,  so  I  would  prefer  to  split  petrol  costs
between passengers at the end of the trip with a tip to the drivers.
Perhaps budget around $120, and it will hopefully be below that.
There may also be a cost for a camp ground Friday night. 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 28 Sept 
2022

Map: BZ13 Haast
Pass / 
Tioripatea 

Approx: $120

Saturday 15 October 
Departure point: 637 Marshlands Road

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

Club 90th Birthday afternoon tea: 

Come all to the Netherlands Society Cultural Center for afternoon
tea and: 1 - group photos. 2 - vote on the 2022 Loo Loo award. 3 -
audio visual  display of tramping history.  4 -  time travel  through
tramping gear. 5 - add your chosen photo to club timeline display
panels.  6  -  submit  your  entry  in  the  the  mystery  tramper
competition. A general catch up with trampers past and present,
with the usual amount of tramping discussion. This is the second
club  event  of  the  day  and  it  follows  the  Bellbird  walk  in  the
morning which you can attend if  you wish, but they are run as
stand alone events so it is not necessary to do so.

Grade: Easy

Closes: 14 Oct 2022

Map:  

Approx: TBC

Saturday 15 October 
Departure point: Sign of the Bellbird

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

Club 90th Birthday Bellbird trip:  The very first trip run by the
CTC went along the Summit Road which provides excellent views
of all the various places that the club ran numerous trips over the
last ninety years. So round up your old tramping mates, friends &
family and come along with your morning tea/lunch and wander as
far or near as you like along the tops. For the keen types it  is
possible to walk up and along from numerous places ie Halswell
Quarry to help work up an appetite for lunch at the Bellbird. This
one  of  3  x  official  activities  that  are  planned  for  the  day  and
depending on peoples circumstances you can attend any or all of
them as it best suits people.

Grade: Easy

Closes: 14 Oct 2022

Map:  

Approx: NA
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Sunday 30 October 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour #49: A beginner’s guide to getting lost and what to
do about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills. This
is a day of practical training to help trampers prepare for the day
when  their  day  trip  becomes  a  potential  overnight  sleep  over.
Bring your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour.  Some older pre-torn clothes may be useful  as the trip
does involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass
if  you  have  one,  but  it  is  not  essential  because  they  will  be
provided for the navigation part of the exercise. We will stop at the
Rangiora Coffee Culture for tea, a Q&A session and a trip debrief
on the way home because the trip last till 5 – 6pm depending on
your navigation skills. This is the only club training course which is
open to non-members and it is designed for trampers looking to
step up from easy to moderate trips. 

NB the trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 29 Oct 2022

Map:  

Approx: $20

Multi day trip 1-8 January 
Departure point: Christchurch Airport

Leader: Bill Johnson 02040820100
mail.billjohnson@gmail.com

Kaweka Range Loop - Hawkes Bay : 

Each year I like to do a long fitness trip over the Christmas holiday
break. This year Kelly Purdy and I  are heading to the Kaweka
Range in Hawkes Bay to do a big loop bagging huts. Most of the
trip is along ridges 1200m-1700m. Below is a tentative route for a
rough idea, but we plan to do 8-10 hour days ending up at huts.
We’ll also be doing side trips to bag other huts. The times below
are  as  Liz  Wightwick  and  Ian  did  on  a  previous  speedy  walk.
Please note that most days timings include side trips to other huts.
So, you can make this trip a little bit shorter if you wish; 

Day 1 - fly ChCh to Napier. Airport to Road End = 90 mins. Road 
End to Macintosh Hut for night 1 = 5 hours. 
Day 2 - to Kiwi Mouth Hut = 8.5 hours. 
Day 3 - Manson Hut = 3 hours. 
Day 4 - Rocks Ahead Hut = 6 hours. 
Day 5 - Venison Tops Hut = 10 hours. 
Day 6 - Ballard Hut = 2.5 hours. 
Day 7 - Road End = 10.5 hours. Makahu Saddle Hut is 300 
metres from road end, so tent/hut here for the last night. 
Day 8 - Drive to airport and fly back to ChCh

Grade:Moderate/
Hard

Closes: 28 Dec 
2022

Map:  

Approx: TBD
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Multi day trip 5-18 June 2023
Departure point: Either Calenzana in the North
or Conca in the South

Leader: Bill Johnson 02040820100
mail.billjohnson@gmail.com

Corsica  GR20  -  June  2023:  The  GR20  is  a  mythical  long
distance hiking trail that traverses the island of Corsica diagonally,
from Calenzana in the North to Conca in the South. The 180km
trail  follows  the  granite  backbone  of  mountains  that  divide  the
island in two, many of which soar above 2000m altitude and has
an overall  altitude gain of 12,000m. The GR20 is the best  and
toughest  long distance hike  out  there!  Stunningly  beautiful  and
varied. If you do a stage per day, it takes roughly 16 days, this will
depend, of course, on your fitness and the weather. In the North,
you are constantly doing steep ascents and plunging descents. In
the South, there are different challenges, such as, long technical
exposed ridges. Here is a good video overview of the trip: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=3L7bovqnVkI A couple good websites
with  more  info  is  located  here:
https://www.thehikinglife.com/2017/03/a-quick-dirty-guide-to-
corsicas-gr20/ http://www.le-gr20.fr/en/ Trip will be approximately
16 days total.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 31 May 
2023 next 
year

Map:  

Approx: TBD

Trip Reports

28-29 May 2022

Tarn Hut Loop

Twenty trampers assembled at Z Carlton Corner, together with a fair number that were
going on another trip. Geoff managed to get us all sorted into vehicles and on our way to
Oxford where we reconvened at a café for some refreshments before tackling the drive in
to Lees Valley. At this time one of our group realised that her boots were still at home,
which was a bit inconvenient, but fortunately she had a reasonable pair of sneakers so
was able to continue. Once we were re-caffeinated and fed we continued on to the start of
the track which is at the end of a rugged little 4WD track that is about 3 km long. This track
seems to have deteriorated quite a bit since I managed to get my car in it a few years ago,
so I was glad that we had enough cars with decent ground clearance so that I didn’t have
to drive. Jonathan joined us at the start of the track as well, but he was not officially with us
as he had an appointment to see a movie and needed to be out early on Sunday, so would
return quickly by going down the same track we came up on. 

It was still a bit chilly as we set off along the farm track that runs alongside Rakahuri /
Ashley River but after a shot time we walked into a warm area – it was like coming in from
the cold to a warm house. Not all that unusual, but what was different is that this warm
patch didn’t end. In my experience it’s all back to the cold again after a few metres, but in
this case it seemed to just continue. Of course it all changed again as we started trekking
up the hill after crossing the Lilburne river. 

After a lunch break about halfway up we carried on to the tops where it was a bit colder
again, with a fairly stiff breeze blowing. There was a little snow on the ground near the hut,
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but not enough to present any kind of problem. Pitching the tents was interesting – I’ve
pitched in high winds before, but the ground up there was very soft and my pegs were
ripped out of the ground before I got anywhere near getting the tent up. I ended up having
to put rocks onto each peg as it went in. It still went better than Sherlye’s Mont Moondance
though; one of the seams started to rip and the wind was just making it worse. This was
only the tent’s second outing – it was not a marvellous night for a Moondance. Luckily
there was a hut nearby, so it ended well. A couple of Irish trampers appeared after we
were all set up, took a peek inside the crowded hut, and decided it was all a bit much and
carried on. 

Dinner was quite early, partly because it got dark quite early. Sitting around chatting after
dinner somebody ask what the time was – just a bit after 6 PM. Time to go and sleep for
fourteen hours! Helen and I ended up cramming into the small hut with a number of others
where we chatted happily until it seemed a much more reasonable time to go to bed, still a
bit early, mind you, but I’d forgotten to bring my Kindle so there no reading to pass the
time. No worries about getting to sleep though, the tent and sleeping bags were warm and
cosy and I was out like a light. 

Tarn Hut routes indicated

Despite the early night, people were stirring shortly after 6AM, and it’s interesting to see
how people approach the departure preparations. There were some tents dropped and
stowed before breakfast, some people ate first and packed afterwards. My approach is to
pack up the bedding and most of the loose gear first, then eat, and finish up by cleaning
and stowing the breakfast gear before packing up the tent.  However it  was done,  we
eventually started meandering off in small groups with the plan to regroup at the Lilburne
Hill summit. The tarn was partly frozen and there was quite a bit of frost heave on the
ground, and the snow on Lilburne Hill was quite hard as we walked up to the summit.
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There were only a few wispy clouds and it was quite pleasant walking in the sun with great
views of the Puketeraki Range. Jonathan walked up there with us and then headed back
down, passing through the camp to pick up Barney who had decided he didn’t really need
to Take the Long Way Home. 

The descent into Youngman Stream is steep-ish with the last bit  through a nice bit  of
forest. We settled down for morning tea in a sunny spot while dithering about whether to
get wet feet crossing the river just to bag the hut that was about five minutes away. Are
there more river crossings? Will we get wet feet later anyway? Finally the decision was
made, and about half of the group made the crossing to view the unspectacular hut in a
clearing. We found the Irish – they walked probably another couple of hours to get to this
hut and had spent the night there. There was a bit of a slope behind the hut so I popped
up to see if it improved the view at all – and it did! The extra elevation added some snow-
capped mountains to the backdrop and was well worth the small effort to get up there. The
rest of the team felt that they’d be happy just viewing my photo, until I informed them that
the photo wasn’t going to be shared and they’d have to come up to see it for themselves.
They reluctantly climbed up, but I don’t think any were disappointed. 

Leaving Youngman Stream Hut we started on the gnarly part of the walk. The Youngman
Stream Track sidles along the hillside up to 200 metre above the stream, and it’s a pretty
fierce sidle. The track varies from nice and steady going to steep descents with one-metre
steps down to stream crossings. There were a few rocky bits, and some steep slopes
traversed but a broken muddy track with minimal footholds. I reckon this is is probably the
roughest marked track that I’ve been on, but still good fun. I stress that this is my personal
opinion only, and I know for sure that some other trampers didn’t find it as entertaining as I
did. 

Leaving the rough track we finished up back on the farm track where my little  group
managed to miss the turnoff to the official track and continued along the lever farm track to
the locked gates. Fortunately we managed to hop over the fences nearby, saving a walk
down to the river and then back up to the car park. And there was an orange marker by the
locked gates, so that just made it confusing. 

As each car filled up it left for the rendezvous at the historic hotel in Oxford. As we left I
discovered that we didn’t actually know where the hotel was located, but we figured that
we’d get some internet  before Oxford and figure it  out.  As we approached Oxford the
internet became ready to service requests, so I asked Google to take me to the historic
pub in Oxford. It seems that all the pubs in Oxford are historic, and all are in the United
Kingdom. The search needed to be narrowed a bit. What about all pubs nearby? Rustic
Country 1878 Hotel sounds pretty historic, and we recognised some of the cars so we
were good. The staff were a bit overwhelmed when the clientèle sudden went from zero to
twenty, all of them wanting to be fed. They took it all in their stride and with good humour,
and we were all fed with remarkable efficiency. 

Many thanks to Geoff  for organising this great trip,  and also thanks to everybody who
came along and provided such great company. 

Participants:  Geoffrey  Sugden  (Leader),  Andrea  Kofoet,  Anthony  Clark,  Barney
Stephenson, Belinda Hamlin, Brenda O’Donoghue, Chris McGimpsey, Chris Walker, Ciara
Dunleavy, Fiona Gough,  Hayley Dauben, Helen Ryan,  Justin Loh, Mark Nicholls,  Sam
Garmonsway,  Sheryle Wootton, Somdech Ngarmkam, Symon Holmes,  Vanessa Smith,
John Kerkhofs (Photographer & Scribe), 
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29 May 2022

Mt Garfield in Lewis Pass - on a track this time

Less than 2 years later I finally managed to come back to Mt Garfield. This time the party
that I led was significantly larger than in 2020 (2 vs 11). The main reason for coming back
was to find out about the track that we saw with Jacqui two years ago. The night before I
managed to get a screenshot of the track from Boyle River Outdoor Education Centre
which was very helpful and helped us to find the track without issues. And this is how the
trip  went:  We started  off  at  Windy Point  and followed Hope Kiwi  Track  towards Lake
Sumner. After about 4.2 km, there is a small  creek to cross (BU23 4691 8326, GPS -
42.597448, 172.334075). Once on the other side, we followed the creek upstream on its
TR for about 100 meters to a tree where a prominent pink triangle indicates start of the
track. At first, it’s only vaguely marked with a sellotape but the higher we got, the better
marking and the better track. The track led us to the ridge from where we continued along
pt1261 and pt1239 where some epic campsites are located. It’s  marked with permolat
there. There may be some water sources (it’s really swampy at places) and there is a wee
tarn  between  pt1514  and  pt1536.From the  clearing  at  pt1304  there  is  no  need  for  a
marked track anymore. We made our way along the ridge that gently but steadily climbs to
pt1514 where  we had lunch.  By this  point  we gradually  lost  3  members  already who
preferred to take it easy that day and enjoy the views rather than try to keep up with fast
pace of the rest of us. Thick layer on top of tussocks slowed us down a bit and we reached
the top at around 2 PM. After a brief look around we started to descent which was much
easier than going up. We reached the cars just before the dark. On the way back, we
stopped in Culverden pub which impressed me (again) with the speed of meals delivery.
The weather was pretty good that day and I can barely imagine this in bad weather. It’s a
long way and a long drive. Great flat areas on the ridge provide heaps of space for groups
of campers to enjoy some good views over Lewis Pass. On NZ topo map, there are more
tarns around pt1556 which could make for a great campsite when trying to to Garfield -
Murray traverse. Maybe good plan for next summer? 

Route indication on map

Participants: Michal Klajban (leader, scribe, photos, GPX), Alan Ross, Marc Bietola, Jack

− 21 −



O’Connor, Kaveh Mazloomi, Lynette Hartley, Ella Hartley, Ian Wyllie, John West, Byron
Harvey 

Rough stats: 24 km, 1400m up, 8 hours 

4-5 June 2022

Lake Man

I put this last-minute CTC trip up on Thursday afternoon. The long weekend was ahead
and I thought that 2 long days out could suit some folks better than 3 standard days. In the
end, it was just me and Chris who came to stretch our legs on the Lake Man trip. 

As I  wanted to  do a loop,  we started at  Windy Point  which is  the most  logical  place
because it’s got a swing bridge across Boyle River. We crossed and continued along a
well-trodden track for the first half of the day. The plan was to do a side trip to Top Hope
Hut but somewhere after St Jacob’s Hut we had to admit that it’d be too ambitious in the
winter when daylight hours are scarce. Looking back it was a good decision because when
we came to a right turn to Pussy stream, a DOC sign said that it was still 5 hours to Lake
Man Biv and it was around 1.30 pm. 

The track to Lake Man Biv from Hope Valley crosses Hope river first and then leads to
Pussy Stream where it disappears for quite some time. It’s only about 1.5 km to the base
of the spur where a marked track starts again but it’s pretty slow going. The valley is pretty
narrow with only minimum strips of forest on each side so we couldn’t really bush bash
and we had to stay in the river bed. There were plenty of fallen trees across the river and
we had to cross maybe 20-30 times. This route would be impassable in high flow. When
we finally reached the base of the spur where a marked track starts again, we had to
scramble up. It was actually quite exposed at places but the vegetation around provided us
with some good security. The scrambly part goes to around pt1005 and then the sharp
ridge gradually flattens. 

Once above the bushline, the track is again quite steep at places but plenty of flax around
helps to move up rather than down. Above the bushline, the track is marked with orange
poles and leads to a saddle between Mt Murray and Mt Lakeman. The saddle is pretty flat
with a big shallow boggy tarn and it could provide some good camping spots. From the
saddle, a good track led us down to Lake Man Biv where we spent the night. Chris was
hardy and camped, I couldn’t resist a nicely rebuilt clean biv and slept inside the biv. The
following morning we went up to Lake Man. 

The best way to Lake Man seems to be to enter the tussocky patch in the immediate
proximity of the biv, cross the patch diagonally towards Lake Man and then drop down to
the bush on your right. Don’t go to the scrub on your left. There you can follow the TR of
the stream and come out above a couple of waterfalls to another tussocky patch. To avoid
the scrub straight ahead, it’s a good idea to head left around it (the stream is maybe 100m
on your right now). Once on a flat ledge below the base of cascade waterfalls, cross to the
TL of the waterfall and go up along a clearly defined, surprisingly gentle ridges. This route
can be seen in one of my photos below. Pretty straightforward navigation in good weather. 
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Route to Lake Man from Biv

The whole route is easier than it looks from the distance. Lake Man itself was truly epic.
There are some good campsites around which I’m hoping to use one day. Scramble to the
top of Mt Lakeman also looked pretty straightforward. We took some photos and went
back to Lake Man Biv.The track from Lake Man Biv down to Doubtful River along Kedron
River is pretty straightforward, though with some surprising amount of ups and downs. It’s
still rough but definitely easier than from Hope Valley. We did a side trip to Doubtless Hut,
had a wee lunch at Doubtful Hut which had an insane amount of sandflies, and popped at
the Windy Point carpark around 9 hours after we started walking up to Lake Man. The
whole journey in Doubtful Valley is on a track, easy, monotonous and long. Epic trip with 2
full-on days. Thanks, Chris for putting up with me. 

Rough stats:

Day 1: 8 h, 27 km horizontal, 1.1 km vertical 

Day 2: 9 h, 29 km horizontal, 0.6 km vertical 

Participants: Michal Klajban (leader, scribe, photos, GPX), Chris Mcharg 

Lake Man
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More about the CTC
CTC Overdue Trips: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about a
trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip
is delayed.  Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists  containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (do not leave messages).

We  recommend  you  start  with  the  Club  Captain,  then  the  Gear  Custodian,  then  the
Presidents, then the Trip Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut – if no contact
can  be  made  then  the  Police.  Refer  to  the  list  of  Club  Officers  below,  and  on
www.ctc.org.nz.  Members  (particularly  Trip  Leaders)  please discuss this  arrangement
with your loved ones so they are aware of this procedure. 

Club Officers

President: John West 021 230 2536

Vice President: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070

Secretary: Monika Bratownik 021399750

Treasurer: Carol Horgan 027 212 7294

Club Captain: Bryce Williamson 021-0232-2310

New Members 
Rep:

John Kerkhofs 0212429253

Day Trip 
Organiser:

Michael Hammond 02108414764

Overnight Trip 
Organiser:

Michael Hammond 02108414764

Social 
Convenor:

Gear Custodian:
Barney 
Stephenson

027 358 3281

Editor: Peter Hinchey 0225948023

Hut Convenor: Donald Carnielo 338-9865

IT Convenor: Nick Edwards 0273656751

Access Officer: Ian Dunn 0212141907

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 28 July 2022 – Thanks.

− 24 −

mailto:editor@ctc.org.nz
http://www.ctc.org.nz/

	Tarn Hut Loop
	Mt Garfield in Lewis Pass - on a track this time
	Lake Man
	Club Officers


